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CAT Beginning: 1990
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� Approx 500 staff

� Research 

� Biopharmaceutical 
Development

� Clinical

� Enabling Functions

Now: MedImmune at Granta Park
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Humira®
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The Nine Lives of CAT

1. Idea

2. Founding 1990

3. Building the Technology

4. Collaborations and licensing 

5. Building the internal product pipeline (1997 IPO)

6. The CAT/AstraZeneca Alliance (2004)

7. AZ Acquisition of CAT (2006)

8. Integration with MedImmune (2007)

9. A global drug discovery and development organisation
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Babraham, Daly Labs
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Beech House B1, 1992
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Antibody Library Construction

Non-immunised 

Humanss, 7-70 yrs

Isolated B cells VH and VL genes 

assembled

Cloning

1011 Antibody

Display Libraries

PCR amplified

VH and VL genes 
PCR

Vaughan et al (1996) Nature BioTechnology 14: 309-314
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Evolution Of Our Libraries

109

1010

1011

1012

1995 2000 2005 20101990

Bone Marrow
PBMCs
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Multifaceted 
specificities

Straightforward

Amenable to 
automation

Control

Selection 
pressure

Native 
presentation

Cell surface

Soluble

Immobilised

Selection Regimes: Presentation Formats 
Ensures the Maximum Lead Panel Diversity

Bio

Hybrid
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Beech House 1994
First Staff Photo
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The Storming of Beech House
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